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National Committee on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices

13236 North 7th Street, Suite 4-259, Phoenix, Arizona 85022
Phone/Text: 231-4-NCUTCD (231-462-8823)
E-mail: secretary@ncutcd.org  Website: https://ncutcd.org

ltem No.: 25A-RR-01
Technical Correction

NCUTCD RECOMMENDATION FOR CHANGES TO THE
MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES

COMMITTEE / TASK FORCE: Railroad and Light Rail Grade Crossings Technical Committee
ITEM NUMBER: 25A-RR-01

TOPIC: Technical Correction — Remove North Arrows from Part 8
Figures

ORIGIN OF REQUEST: Railroad and Light Rail Grade Crossings Technical Committee

AFFECTED SECTIONS 8C.02, 8C.03, 8C.06, 8D.05, 8E.01, 8E.02, 8E.03, 8E.04,

OF MUTCD: 8E.05, 8E.06, 8E.09

DEVELOPMENT HISTORY:

Approved by RRLRT TC: 01/08/2025, 06/11/2025

Approved by NCUTCD Council: 06/12/2025

This is a recommended change to the MUTCD that has been approved by the NCUTCD
Council. This proposal does not represent a revision of the MUTCD and does not constitute
official MUTCD standards, guidance, or options. It will be submitted to FHWA for consideration
for inclusion in a future MUTCD revision. The MUTCD can be revised only through the federal
rulemaking process.

SUMMARY:

Proposing technical correction to several figures in Part 8 to remove North Arrows. Covers
Figures 8C-1, 8C-3, and 8C-4 in Chapter 8C; Figure 8D-2 in Chapter 8D; and Figures 8E-1
through 8E-4, 8E-6, and 8E-9 in Chapter 8E. All noted Figures show North Arrows that were not
part of the original NPA and appears to now be “new content”.

DISCUSSION:

A North Arrow has been added to Figures 8C-1, 8C-3, and 8C-4 in Chapter 8C; Figure 8D-2 in
Chapter 8D; and Figures 8E-1, 8E-2, 8E-3, 8E-4, 8E-6, and 8E-9 in Chapter 8E without public
review. The affected figures apply to all roadways and not just roadways with a north-south
configuration. The 11t Edition introduced North Arrows on these figures, however this was not
included as part of the NPA and is new content.

MUTCD figures are meant to represent common scenarios that may be applied along any
roadway regardless of traffic or cardinal direction (i.e. north, east, south, and west). North
Arrows are typically placed along plan sets that have geographical references such as Latitude
and Longitude. North Arrows in a figure may confuse the end users in the field allowing them to
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assume that they may only be able to reference any of the MUTCD figures for a north-south
configured roadway and cannot for any other directional roadway.

RECOMMENDED MUTCD CHANGES:

The following present the proposed changes to the current MUTCD within the context of the
current MUTCD language. Proposed additions to the MUTCD are shown in blue underline and
proposed deletions from the MUTCD are shown in red-strikethrough. Changes previously
approved by NCUTCD Council (but not yet adopted by FHWA) are shown in green double
underline for additions an for deletions. In some cases,
background comments may be provided with the MUTCD text. These comments are indicated

(o)Y[bracketed white text in shaded green]}
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PART 8. TRAFFIC CONTROL FOR RAILROAD AND LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT GRADE
CROSSINGS

CHAPTER 8C. MARKINGS

Section 8C.02 Grade Crossing Pavement Markings

[The following is an example of the North Arrow removal recommendation. This
recommendation applies to Figures 8C-1, 8C-3, 8C-4, 8D-2, 8E-1 8E-2, 8E-3, 8E-4, 8E-6, and
Page 1010 MUTCD 11th Edition

Figure 8C-1. Example of Placement of Warning Signs and Pavement
Markings at Grade Crossings

Legend
= Direction of travel
Dynamic envelope D ;
(see Figure 8C-3) eg\;:g];;
pavement A three-lane roadway should be marked with a
marking center line for two-lane approach operation on
/ (optional) the approach to a grade crossing.
Remove North Arrow *
g (Ty.f.icj' Al 5 If transverse lines are used at the grade
\dentified Figures) * | crossing, yield lines may be used instead
15 ft MIN. of stop lines if YIELD signs are used at
the grade crossing.
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Wa3-1 w3-2 g?]e tor 5C On multi-lane roads, the transverse lines
(if needed) (if needed) oL 2 shall extend across all approach lanes,

Table 2C-3 and individual RXR symbols shall be used
in each approach lane.

Stop line approximately 8 ft
upstream from gate (if present)

If a W3-1 or W3-2 sign is 24
used, the “See Chapter 2C, lnchesr
Table 2C-3" note would apply

* When used, a portion of the

to the distance from the stop 50 ft pavement marking symbol should be
line to this sign rather than to directly opposite the Grade Crossing
the W10-1 sign. Advance Waming (W10-1) sign. If
P needed, supplemental pavement
avement

marking symbol(s) may be placed

Markinq between the Grade Crossing
Symbol Advance Warning sign and the grade
(see Figure 8C-2) crossing, but should be at least 50

X feet from the stop or yield line.
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PASSING \ Note: In an effort to simplify the figure

to show warning sign and

~ W14-3 '_ pavement marking placement,

(optional) not all required traffic control
devices are shown.
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