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Thank you, Ernie!

éfor your years as NCUTCD Liaison 

to TOMSC 



éand to John Logan before Ernie



Traffic Operations & Management 

Standing Committee (TOMSC)

ÂWhat, Where, How ïbrief TOMSC refresher

ÂPart of Transportation Association of 

Canada (TAC)

ÂMeets 2x / year:

ÉApril ïOttawa (capital of Canada)

ÉSept ïrotates among the 10 provinces



TOMSC Members
ÂNo Technical Cmtes ïoperates as 

committee of the whole

Â56 Members of TOMSC:

ÂJurisdictionsô Reps (34)- all 10 

provinces & 3 territories, 20 cities, 

Transport Canada (1)

ÂNational & Regional Orgsô Reps (7)ï

IMSA, ITS, transit, academics

ÂC-ITE delegates (5) ïconsultants



TOMSC Members (contôd)

ÂTOMSC appointees (8) ïindividuals 

not otherwise included (small cities, 

industry, consultants)

ÂUS reps (2) ï

ÂFHWA (Wainwright)

ÂNCUTCD (was Huckaby, now 

Wainwright)

US Reps give presentations each mtg, 

& provide info/advice on US practices



TOMSC Process for new devices 

& revisions of MUTCD-C

Any member can develop & present a 

proposed topic for a ñprojectò



TOMSC Process (contôd)
ÂTOMSC discusses, votes on proposed 

projects -- approval as either:

Â 1. Volunteer Project ï

ÂMembers interested in topic 

volunteer for ad-hoc Project Steering 

Cmte (PSC)

ÂInvestigate, research, experiment, 

collect data, develop comprehension 

test, report w/ results &  

recommendations                



TOMSC Process (contôd)

Â2. Funded Project ï

ÂMember jurisdictions asked to 

contribute pooled $$ to project

ÂñPay to Playò -- Only jurisdictions 

contributing funds can have rep on 

Project Steering Committee 

ÂOversees hiring of consultant(s), 

serves as ñpanelò for research & 

draft final report



TOMSC Process (contôd)

ÂPSC ïsubmits Final Report

ÂTOMSC -- reviews, discusses, & votes to 

approve or reject

ÂTAC Chief Engineers Council ïreviews, must 

approve before it can go into MUTCD-C

ÂEditing & Publishing Subcommittee -- tweaks 

language & figures for MUTCD-C, works w/ 

TAC publishing dept to finalize page images

ÂTAC -- publishes MUTCD-C & revisions;            

files final reports for future reference



ÂOnly available in hard                                

copy (3-ring binder)

ÂNot online or in any                     

electronic form

ÂNot free --

ÉCosts C$525                                       

(US$400)

The TAC MUTCD-C 



ÂCurrent (5th) Edition published 2014 

Â1st revision coming in 2020 -- many 

backlogged changes

ÂTAC sells pkg of new / revised pages

ÂNew ñ6theditionòanticipated 2021 --

ÂReformatted to Std, Guidance, Option 

(must, should, may)

ÂMany new items

ÂHard copy and PDF ($$)

The MUTCD-C (contôd) 



The MUTCD-C (contôd)
ÁNo federal law or regulation requires 

provinces to adopt MUTCD-C 

ÁOnly a few provinces adopt it fully

ÁMost issue own manuals ñgenerally 

basedò on MUTCD-C (but not the parts 

of it they disagree with)

ÁConsiderable province to province 

variation of device designs & how 

devices are applied

ÁNo restrictions on unique symbols



Some provinces have their own 

unique waysé

MUTCD-C

Sign



MUTCD-C

Signs





MUTCD-C Signs



Sept. 2019 Meeting ï

Halifax, Nova Scotia



Only 1 Final Report                

Approved Sept 2019
ÂTransit Priority Signal Signs



New Projects Approved to Start Up
ÂDecorative Crosswalk Pavement 

Markings (Funded project) ïpending 

funding

ÉScientific evaluation                                          

of safety effects



New Projects Approved to Start Up 

(contôd)

ÂPermissive and Protected Left & Right 

Turns with Arrow Signals -- Guidelines 

for Use (Funded project) ïpending 

funding

ÉPPLT vs Protected Only - Guidelines

ÉFlashing Yellow Arrow (not currently 

allowed) ïto be considered

ÉExisting standard display for Protected 

turn = FAST FLASHING (2x) Grn Arrow  





Other Issues TOMSC Discussed

ÂComprehension Testing of new devices ï

new online system for Volunteer projects

ÂTransport Canada -- Supplemental 

Engineering Guidance for Vulnerable 

Road Users at RR Grade Xings (ñGrade 

Crossings Handbook, Appendix Mò)

ÂCAV activities in TAC (just starting, high 

level)

ÂPaul Carlson attended & presented 

April 2019



How Is TOMSC Info Distributed     

to NCUTCD?

ÂPresentation to General Session

ÂReports, ppts, etc. sent to Chairs 

of specific Technical Committees

ÂBrief presentations for specific 

Technical Committees ïfor major 

items, or as requested


